
NEVER CLOSER – Access Guide 
 
Venue: 
 
Never Closer will be performed at fortyfivedownstairs theatre. Access information for the venue can 
be found at the following link. https://fortyfivedownstairs.com/contact-us/access-information/ 
 
 
What to expect before the show: 
 
Arrive at fortyfivedownstairs. The box oBice and foyer at fortyfivedownstairs is down one flight of stairs 
after you enter from the street. 
 
We recommend arriving 20-30min before the start time of the show. This will give you time to get your 
tickets checked, go to the bathroom and get a drink if you want. 
 
Doors to the theatre will open approximately 10min before the start time of the show. When an usher 
working at fortyfivedownstairs tells you that doors have opened, you can line up to have your ticket 
checked and enter the theatre. There will be someone telling you which way to go. The entrance to the 
theatre is down two flights of stairs from the foyer. 
 
When you get into the theatre, the space will look like 
the picture on the right. There are three seating banks 
around the set, you can sit in any of them.  
 
In the theatre there will be music playing at a low level 
before the show starts. 
 
There are bathrooms downstairs. The entrance to the 
bathrooms is on the left of the theatre door as you 
enter. Separate to those bathrooms there is an 
accessible toilet downstairs, speak to an usher for 
directions to this toilet.  
 
When the show is about to start the lights will go down and there will be an acknowledgement of 
country. This will be spoken live from backstage by a diBerent actor each night. 
 
Before the show starts, we request that you turn your phone on silent or oB. 
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Meet the Team: 
 
This is the cast that you will see onstage during the show: 
Each cast member plays two characters. The first name is who they play for most of the show, the 
second name is who they play for a short epilogue scene at the end of the show.  
 

  
Enya Daly Deirdre / Deedles Ella Ferris Niamh / Ciara 

 

  
Ben Walter Jimmy / James Molly Holohan Mary / Annie 

 

  
Damon Baudin Conor / Micheal Karl Richmond Harry / Kevin 
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This is the stage management team:  
 
Liz, the stage manager, is sitting on the left of the middle seating bank during the show.  
Ivy, the assistant stage manager, is backstage. 
 

  
Liz Bird Stage Manager Ivy Miller Assistant Stage Manager 

 
 
 
What to expect during the show: 
 
The actors will be using Irish and English accents during the show. There are some lines that overlap. 
You might not hear or understand everything, that’s okay. 
 
The seating banks are close to the set, it might seem like the actors are looking at you or talking to you, 
but they’re not. And they aren’t expecting any reactions.  
 
The cast will be inside the set for the whole show, except for one cast member near the end of the 
show, who will walk around the front of the set. 
 
During the show there is a physical fight between three characters. This has been choreographed by a 
professional and practiced by cast to ensure no-one gets hurt. There are also moments of intimacy 
(kissing), which have also been choreographed by a professional and practiced carefully to maintain 
cast boundaries and safety. 
 
Content Warnings: 

The show contains course language and heavy themes.  
There is loud noises and bright lighting throughout the show. 
Mentions of terrorism, discussions of occupied Ireland, bombing, alcohol consumption, 
smoking, simulated violence, sexual references, simulated kissing. 
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What to expect during the show (continued): 
 
There will be prop cigarettes smoked onstage (which don’t contain nicotine or tobacco) and fake 
alcohol consumed, which is iced tea. 
 
There are candles and lighters on stage. The cast have had lots of practice with them and we’ve have 
put fire retardant on all flammable set or costume items. In the unlikely event of anything going wrong 
there is a fire blanket and extinguisher backstage, and Ivy will come onstage and put the fire out. 
 
During the show there will be some loud sounds (including music, bomb sound eBects, clock 
chimes). There will also be some bright lights and sudden lighting changes. The most intense lighting 
and sound cues will be near the end of the show, and depict a bomb going oB, this will be very loud 
and bright. This moment comes as a surprise.  
 
There is fake snow used outside of the set during the show. It may get on the front row of the audience. 
 
If you need to leave during the show, that’s okay. Leave the theatre the same way you came in, an 
usher will open the door for you. The actors won’t be oBended if you need to leave. 
 
What to expect after the show: 
 
At the end of the show, everyone will leave the theatre. People will leave at diBerent times, you can 
take as long as you need.  
 
Leave the theatre the same way you came in. If you need can’t use the stairs, tell an usher and they 
will show you to an exit without stairs. 
 
When you leave there will be some fake snow on the floor. You can step on the snow, and we’ve tested 
that it’s not slippery, but please use caution when walking through it.  
 
 


